Speech language and
communication development

In the first months of your baby's life, their brain is
making lots of new connections. Smiling, chatting,
cuddling and playing helps build these connections
developing skills for later life.

Chat

Babies and children love the sound of human
voices. All babies start babbling from an early age -
t's their way of communicating with you.
Encouraging this helps them learn to speak as they
get older.

You are your baby's first play mate. Simple games
help your baby learn to use objects and start to
speak. Playing helps them get stronger, become
more coordinated and learn new things.

Read

Right from pregnancy, babies love hearing their
parents’ voices. Read to them often and as they

grow, they will start to enjoy the pictures and bright

colours.
English as an additional language

Lots of children grow up in a family where more
than one language is spoken. This can be an
advantage to children. Knowing another language
will help the development of their English.

Talk to your bump in the language that you feel
most comfortable with. This will help it to feel more
natural.

’ Use the language you know best when
*“you talk to me at home. This will help my
_u..m.s to grow and | will learn English quickly
if | already know the words in another
language.

Find out more

Stockport family information hub
stockport.fsd.org.uk

Start well Stockport
stockport.gov.uk/start-well

Small talk -ways to make a difference
small-talk.org.uk

What to expect and when- a guide to your child’s
development
Foundationyears.org

BBC Tiny Happy People- tips and activities
www.bbe.co.uk/tiny-happy-people

“Every seemingly small
interaction between a parent
and a child is a great
opportunity to fill that child’s

world with words”’

lonathan Douglas, Director of the National Literacy Trust

Facebook pages to
follow for advice and tips

ke start Well

¥ %% Stockport
BBC Tiny Happy
People

Better Births in Stockport and
the High peak

00=8o$
Stepping hill triage/Birth Centre

0161 419 5551 /5285

All Community Midwives have a
mobile number for contact
Stockport Health visiting & school
nursing advice line

0161 835 6789

Pathways e._.m__a:u
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Asking for help

Children develop speech, language and Communication
skills at different rates. Some develop quickly, while
others may take longer.

Talk to your child’s nursery, preschool, childminder,
Health Visitor or GP if you are concerned about your
child’s speech and language development. They will be
able to provide you with information about how to
support your child’s development and help you to
access any support your child might need.

Things to look out for

Ask for advice if your 3.5 year-old;

e s struggling to turn ideas into sentences

e s using language that is jumbled and difficult to
understand

e Can’t follow commands out of context

e does not engage imaginative play

e does not join in stories/songs

Ask for advice if your 4 year-old;

e has difficulties in understanding shape colour,
quantity, position

e does not joinin a conversation and has difficulty
forming friendships

e struggles with organising sentences correctly
has unclear speech

Development checks

The health visitor will carry out a number of checks on
your child between 0-5 using Ages & Stages and you can
speak with them about any concerns you may have at
this time. You can also talk to your Health Visitor, child
minder, nursery key worker or GP if you are concerned
about your child’s speech and language development.
The WellComm language screen may be used to assess
your child’s communication. You can ask your child care
setting or health visitor about the WellComm activities
that you can do at home to support your child’s speech,
language and communication development.

Find out more

Stockport family information hub- Stockport SEND local
offer ‘
stockport.fsd.org.uk

Start well Stockport
stockport.gov.uk/start-well

Small talk -ways to make a difference
small-talk.org.uk

ICAN- ages and stages of typical speech and language
development

ican.org.uk

What to expect and when- a guide to your child’s
development
Foundationyears.org

BBC Tiny Happy People- tips and activities
www.bbc.co.uk/tiny-happy-people

Hungry little minds- simple fun activities
hungrylittleminds.campaign.gov.uk

Bookstart — ideas for sharing books, stories and rhymes
https://www.booktrust.org.uk

“Every seemingly small interaction between a
parent and a child is a great opportunity to fill

that child’s world with words™
Jonathan Douglas, Director of the National Literacy Trust

Facebook pages to follow for
advice and tips

ms;s.,m. start Well e | CAN communication

* P Stockport pmd,  ChAritY
BBC Tiny Happy .. 1. Stockport NHS FT
EOpLE TmOﬁ_m angu” ge Ghe: mmq_t_ Years
Speech and
Language Therapy
Service
Stockport o1
0V
E.--.m earlyyears
Foundation Trust Stockport

guide

X

Start Well
Stockport

Speech
Language and

communication
development

A family’s
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Asking for help Find out more _ Pathways @) Talking x

Start Well
Children develop speech, language and Stockport

Stockport family information hub- Stockport SEND local
Communication skills at different rates. Some offer Ummo n m

develop quickly, while others may take longer. stockport.fsd.org.uk

Talk to your child’s nursery, preschool, childminder, Start well Stockport rm : Q c mm m m:a
@

Health Visitor or GP if you are concerned about your stockport.gov.uk/start-well

. -
child’s speech and language development. They will Small talk -ways to make a difference | 003 3 : : — omﬁ- o o
be able to provide you with information about how small-talk.ore.uk am<m—°°3m:
[ ]

to support your child’s development and help you to
access any support your child might need.

ICAN- ages and stages of typical speech and language
development

H ican.org.uk
Things to look out for
Ask for advice if your 2-year-old is; What to expect and when- a guide to your child’s
¢ Not following simple instructions development
. . Foundationyears.org
e Not playing constructively
e Pointing or showing what they want rather than BBC Tiny Happy People- tips and activities
saying it. www.bbc.co.uk/tiny-ha

*  only say single words instead of Joining words Hungry little minds- simple fun activities ,_
together into short sentences.

hungrylittleminds.campaign.gov.uk

e relying on being shown what to do rather than ] ) “
being told. . Bookstart — ideas for sharing books, stories and rhymes _

https://www.booktrust.org.uk
® You cannot understand most of what they say. -

“Every seemingly small interaction between

UQ<Q—°33Q—.—.—” O—.-QO—AW a parent and a child is a great opportunity

-~ ; to fill that child’s world with words”
In wnOn_AUD_.ﬁ sVEry child is entitled to 4 n_m<m_o_03m3_” lonathan Douglas, Director of the National Literacy Trust
check at 9months and 2 years old.

This is an opportunity to have a conversation with a . —umo.m_uOO—n Um.ﬁmm to follow for
health professional about your child’s speech _ advice and tips
language and communication development. You will m,.:s..m. Start Well Q | n>_u._ communication
be asked to complete an ASQ questionnaire. Blockpert o it 2 charity

& ¢ Stockport R
They may also carry out a WellComm language

screen.
If your child attends a Stockport childminder,
preschool or nursery they will also have a 2-year
progress check and the setting may also use the
WellComm language screen to assess your child’s
communication. You can ask them about the

5 I ___\\
WellComm activities that you can do at home to E ,o,oqﬂ\@v.m\n._.,u rfﬁw, M.H.OOHAHvow.H.

support your child’s speech, language and Foundation Trust Stockport METROPOLITAN BOROUGH COUNCIL
communication development. o

BBC Tiny Happy Wreech An Stockport NHS FT

People angu-ge ihe: EQrly Years Speech
and Language
Therapy Service

Stockport
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>m—Am=Q for -..@_U Find out more Pathways (f) Talking o

i Start Well
Children develop speech, language and Stockport family information hub Stockport

Communication skills at different rates. Some stockport.fsd.org.uk vmmo : E

develop quickly, while others may take longer.

Start well Stockport
Talk to your child’s nursery, preschool, stockport.gov.uk/start-well m:m c mQ om m:go
childminder, Health Visitor or GP if you are Small talk -ways to make a difference 003 3 : : - - mﬁ- oq-”

concerned about your child’s speech and language small-talk.org.uk sl -
development
| ¥ = .

am<m_.o_uam3..._._._m< will be able to provide you ICAN- ages and stages of typical speech and language
with information about how to support your development

child’s development and help you to access any ican.org.uk
support your child might need.

‘What to expect and when- a guide to your child’s

Things to look out for o
Ask for advice if, when your baby is 6 months
e They are not startled by loud noises. BBC Tiny Happy People- tips and activities
e They do not engage in eye contact when www.bbe.co.uk/tiny-ha
spoken to. Hungry little minds- simple fun activities
e They do not smile back at someone smiling hungrylittleminds.campaign.gov.uk
at them,
e They do not watch a speaker’s face with “Every seemingly small interaction
interest, | between a parent and a child is a
Ask for advice if your baby great opportunity to fill that child’s

e does not respond to noises by 9 months.
e does not point to things they are
interested in by one year.

world with words”

Jonathan Douglas, Director of the National Literacy Trust

Development checks Facebook pages to follow for

In Stockport, every child is entitled to a advice and zﬁm

T 5 onopporunity o move s comvrmaton i E5H5 SOWell @) {EA commurleater

: ¥ % Stockport o

a health professional about your child’s speech R B5C Tiny Happy Stockport NHS FT Early

language and communication development. You Hapay People ﬂam.ﬂ“ﬁﬁ Years Speech and

will be asked to complete an ASQ questionnaire. Language Therapy
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