
EYFS at Cheadle Catholic 

Infant School



Our Vision – Love, Respect, 

Shine 
In EYFS, each child is unique. We create a safe and secure learning environment 

where children value themselves and others. They can express their feelings and 

consider the feelings of others. This is an important part of their personal 

development. (Love)

Our curriculum reflects the culture and society we live in and so though 

teaching, learning and experiencing a wide variety of activities we enable 

children to better understand the people around them and the world they live in. 

(Respect)

At Cheadle Catholic Infant School, we provide opportunities for all children to 

develop a love of learning as they engage in a variety of activities. We use 

Superpower language and encourage our children to be independent, 

determined and use their problem solving skills in their learning activities. 

Children are encouraged to be proud of their own achievements. “We love to 

learn to let our inner light shine brightly in all that we do”.(Shine)



What is the Early Years 
Foundation Stage? 

• The Early Years Foundation Stage 

(E.Y.F.S.) is the stage of education for 

children from birth to the end of the 

Reception year.

• It is based on the recognition that 

children learn best through play and 

active learning.



EYFS

• “Every child deserves the best possible start in life and 

support to fulfil their potential.  Children develop quickly 

in the early years and a child’s experience between birth 

and age 5  has a major impact on their future life 

chances. A secure, safe and happy childhood is important 

in it’s own right and it provides the foundation for 

children to make the most of their abilities and talents as 

they grow up.”

(Statutory framework for EYFS 2021)



EYFS Overview
At Cheadle Catholic Infant School our curriculum is carefully sequenced across the year to enable children 
to build and develop their skills over time. We carefully plan what the children learn in the classroom 
through direct teaching and through a well-planned and resourced core environment. We enhance our 
environment to spark interest and curiosity of our intended learning and to give time and space for children 
to further explore intended learning through their play. We also value the unique child and enhance our 
environment around children’s interests. 
Our key knowledge and skills are planned and developed through our Curriculum Overview.

















Before you start school
• New parents meeting/welcome video . Information packs. 

Building Blocks series. Writing Reading Maths

• Children invited to a play session with their new teacher 

in their new classroom.

• Transition meetings/phone calls/information from 

previous settings.

• All about Me booklet. 

• Transition meetings with Nursery Teacher (CCIS).

• EYFS Tracker and individual profiles from CCIS 

Nursery.

• One Page Profiles. 

• SEND- Review meetings /visits to settings/individual 

meetings

• CCIS Nursery- Home visits.

https://www.cheadle-inf.stockport.sch.uk/assets/Before-I-Write.pdf
https://www.cheadle-inf.stockport.sch.uk/assets/Before-I-Read.pdf
https://www.cheadle-inf.stockport.sch.uk/assets/Before-I-do-Maths.pdf


The E.Y.F.S. is based 

on 4 themes 

1 A Unique Child

2 Positive Relationships

3 Enabling Environments with        

teaching & support from adults

4 Learning and Development



At CCIS we passionately believe that young 

children learn best through play and exploration. 

Wherever possible we offer children the 

opportunity to experience real life events that are 

linked to their learning.

Every day our children are given the opportunity to 

be an artist, writer, mathematician, engineer, 

designer or story teller to name but a few!



• Play is an essential part of our curriculum. Teaching staff are mindful in how 

they support children by balancing their practice between play which is child led: 

freely engaged in and enjoyed by children, 

• Play which is sensitively supported and extended by adults

• Play which is guided towards specific educational outcomes, learning 

opportunities/ challenges in teacher led and continuous provision. 

• Effective planning by adults allows children to develop their characteristics of 

effective learning such as generating their own ideas, sourcing their own 

resources, developing concentration and perseverance and critiquing their 

learning. Staff support children in planning their play. Give suggestions and 

challenges, talking through their plans. Staff support children by scaffolding, 

modelling, adding vocabulary, setting challenges, praise and adding teachable 

moments.

• In our classroom, you may see children playing independently or with their 

peers. They may be completing an individual challenge from their Challenge 

Book or deciding on which resources to use. You may see a child playing and 

listening to an adult, who is modelling how to achieve something or teaching a 

new skill that interests the child. Adults may scaffold a child’s play. This involves 

taking their play to higher levels of learning, entering the play and helping to 

provoke a framework for the children to go from “what they know” to “what else 

they could know”. Scaffolding enables a child to solve a problem, carry out a 

task or achieve a goal which is just beyond his or her abilities. During play, 

where foundational social and emotional skills are developed, scaffolding is a 

bridge to new skill levels.





These play based activities enable the children to 

consolidate their skills, knowledge and understanding 

and enable them to become independent and resilient 

learners.

Throughout the environment, both inside and outside, 

you will see busy children actively engaged in a range 

of different activities.



Reading & writing 

are promoted 

throughout all 

areas of 

provision. 

This ensures that 

children’s learning is 

purposeful.



Prime Areas of Learning

Within the theme of Learning and Development there

are seven areas of learning; three of which are prime

areas of learning. The prime areas are the building blocks for all

future learning

• Personal, Social and Emotional Development

• Physical Development

• Communication & Language



Specific Areas of Learning

The following areas are specific areas of learning and

development.

It is here that the children will apply the skills that they

have developed through the prime areas

• Literacy

• Mathematics

• Understanding the World

• Expressive Arts & Design



The School Day:

Am:

• Phonics:- Read, Write, Inc

• Guided reading

• Maths:- White Rose Maths, NCETM (National 

Centre of Excellence in the teaching of Maths), 

Maths of the Day, Maths Mastery

• Guided writing

Pm: 

• Challenges in continuous provision.

• Understanding of the World

• Creative activities

• Forest Schools



Our Outside areas
This is where 

we enjoy 
outdoor 

learning.







Reading
Our school 
and class 

libraries have 
lots of books 
to choose!

We visit the library 

once a week and 

choose a book to 

take home.



Reading for Pleasure

Parents are a child’s first educators. We know  that children who 

see their parents and caregivers reading at home are much more 

likely to view it as a pleasurable activity and be more motivated to 

read themselves



Why is reading for pleasure such an important 

part of school life?

Research shows that children who read for pleasure…

- Find it easier to empathise with others, improves 
wellbeing and builds more positive relationships 
(Reading Agency 2015).

- Have a positive attitude to reading means young people 
are more likely to read at/ above expected age level 
(Clark 2014).

- Have a richer vocabulary at their disposal and often also 
do better in other academic areas such as spelling and 
maths (Sullivan and Brown 2013).

- Are more likely to be readers throughout their adult lives 
(Clark and Rumbold 2006)

Read to and with your 

children EVERY DAY



Writing

We write cards, 

lists, letters and 

make up our 

own stories!



We use a range of 

concrete equipment to 

help us to understand 

maths and   to work 

out problems 

cubes, counters, 

numicon, 10 frames,  

part whole models, 

number lines, 

rekenreks 

Maths





Creative 

We use many 

different 

materials for 

our artwork.



Construction

We plan, design 

and build our 

own models.



Role Play

We act out lots 

of stories and 

pretend to be 

different 

characters.



Active Learning

High levels of 

energy and 

fascination.

Concentrating and 

being pleased with 

our achievements.

Keep trying our 

best  to get things 

done.



Creating and thinking critically

Problem 

solving.
Making 

predictions.

Making links and 

noticing patterns.





Forest School  offers ALL learners regular 

opportunities to achieve and develop confidence 

and self-esteem through hands- on learning 

experiences in a woodland or natural environment 

with trees.

Forest School



FOREST SCHOOL:

At Cheadle Catholic Infant School, our Forest School provision 

provides nurturing, positive outdoor learning experiences to 

support our children’s wellbeing and personal development. 

Children learn about the natural environment, how to handle 

risks and how to use their own initiative to solve problems and 

co-operate with others. Children participating in Forest School 

have the opportunity to explore, play, learn boundaries of 

behaviour and develop life-long skills such a confidence, 

resilience, independence and motivation, whilst making links to 

the curriculum.











Assessment

Can you still? 
Floor book

Memory box


